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NIK 24 -5b THE POLITICAL. Ob iLOOK 
ITALY 


(Summary of Conclusions) 
i. Backg round - This estimate considers prin- 
cipally the possibility of parliamentary 
cooperation between the governing Christian 
Democratic -dominated center coalition, 
which has only a slim parliamentary majority, 
and the parties to the extreme left, particular] 
the Nenni Socialists who are still allied to the 
Communists in a unity of action pact. 

11. The current political situation is characterize 
by growing popular pressures for more rapid 
progress in a domestic reform program, by 
the governing center coalition’s lack of the 
cohesion and discipline necessary to enact 

such^program, and by the extreme left's 
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tactics of supporting the coalition in 

important votes on domestic issues. 

A. Despite continued industrial growth 
and comparative financial stability, 
the severe problem of unemployment 
remains and the need for social reform 
persists. 

B . The Communists have suffe red come 
setbacks during the past year. More 
important than those actual losses has 
been the psychological effect -- a wide- 
spread Impression in Italy that the 
Communist Party has passed the senith 
of its electoral strength. 

1. Nevertheless, the Italian Communist 


Party is still the largest in Western 


'■;3. 
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great, and the recent setback* cannot 
be regarded a a a decisive reversal of 
trend. 

111. Tbs Political Outlook 

A. ’tithe Christian Democratic Party will 
dominate all Italian governments 
between now and the next general 
elections. Because of lack of agree- 
ment and discipline within the party, 
many of its leaders will probably wel- 

j 

■I 

come, and some may even solicit, the; 
votes of the Nenni Socialists to push 
{he reformist program to which the 
Christian Democrats are committed. 

In this event, a tacit collaboration 
between the government and the 
Nenni Socialists would 
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We believe it im- 
probably emerge, we d 

likely, hewer.,, that «Hab.rati.n 

^ tranelated l»f * to "”* 1 *«”“ 

meat. M 

H.uche-ci.c-1^*” 
government end the Me-ud Seci*^* 4 * wo I 
be yr.eerl.ue end yselhlT eh -"' 11 ''* 4 
c .. U tM. teclt collaboratien •**»!* br ** k 

down, the eltuetiou might relepee luto 
*,**1 immobility , « during » P« ribd 
.£ severe governmental crlele could 
~ result In » lennel agreement between 
the center and the extreme left. »• 
beUeve. however, .hat the Chrletian 
Democratic leader, will in g*”*** 1 
continue their pr.e.nt cour.e, avoiding 

either tormal collaboration with Nennl 
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of present trend*. 

E. MU, foreign poUcjL 4 * Ukely “ 

continu. it. p..-W..um ch.r««r. 

Hm\y will probably. *•«''«• di,pUy 
tocre.-lni indap-nd.*. “ 4 *« k *° 

.void th. »pp«»r»nc. o£ ,Ul> ‘” rV1 ' rCe 
the United State*. 

Howav.r, if Nooni Soci^i.t cdllabora 
tion .... » continu. <•' — am * 
orwb .c.mol*«-l. 
socialist. .ctimUy participat'd in 
gov.ntm.nt, thorn -nul* b. 

..rtou. 4»«or th»t It^T 1 . Pro- 

W a. tam policy «- « r * d '“ Uy 

arodod .von though not oificially 
abandoned. 



- 6 - 

ApprAed For Release 2002/02/12 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000700020023-3 


25X6 


Approv'd §0r ReJeale 2OtW/0£/12 : aA-RDP79p(|iJ89^^(K^0q 




f» »'•' •• v '; 0 [s !0 *&.. 

l •# mggmKi^^4t 

Italy: 


ilSr 


^ l .k- :; •: uro,..' 


yfsn^ 




V“ ‘ jg^-A t-w&Jt o change It a^L 

oniel to 4 




gB^ ^^ ant gm o ; eneoura ge'$l|§ 
i»PRp£ P^tlp-rig. to" the loltli 


-r • 

/ *■■ S *!P% f/" \ t f K -<? w ;i 


^^S : S^^/ chrlst - ian 

f iSSS^' --KM& . . ■ > 

p r .:j4b’ : *jff e * t f S C PartleS n °’’'® 

Vi:^'.-; I'- /Interested in those p&(HMi 

* '/-;£ iX*‘ ' ••• • • *• - : ?v * - ■ 

Gronchi is 68 years, old. 

I ■ y&':*‘ "'•■''■*%:■■■'■■■ '■ ■: : 

1% '•feS?.-..'- is attractive, impressive and arti/Mji^itt j^ 
speaker with personal flair jfor " + 


rSiS;;’P A * Lon 8 record of ant.i-Fascism, seMm^mA. 
.- . :Sf; •■• : . to Chr is tia n Democra tic- Pax*ty , 

public office. ' , 
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« ,. 

/HI * Gronchi wants Italian presidj^^to;"'^^;'-^ 

; : become US-style leadership. 1 

? ■#;■ ;v&. ■■•: ' ■•<.••. • • • ■ ' ■ ' . ; -. - 
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his purpost. 

Actually, nothi-.r in Italian consti- 
tution prevents president from 

exercising powers similar to US 
president in domestic affairs: 

Italian president may not, however, 
negotiate foreign treaties, 

Gronohi has already gone beyond 
presidential predecessors: 

1. Insists on literal interpretation 
of requirement that all ministers 
present decrees of their ministri 
for presidential signature. 

2. Vent over heads of cabinet and 
called meeting (late *55) of top- 
level Italian ambassadors and 
foreign affairs officials to 

‘discuss'* foreign policy. 
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'! Stated, on v:'a n i n 1 1 i a t . <- 

Italy would recognize Coining 
China, work for Peiping’s 
inclusion in UN. 

4. Pushed through long-delayed 
establishment of constitutional 
court. 

5. Established "kitchen cabinet” , 
with access to opinions of 
Italian Military, police and 
leftist political parties as wel 
as Tat lean and US. 

IT. Gronchi*s defiaition of tira "opening to 
the left" appears to be CD promotion of 
reform policies, such as Taaoni plan, 
which would either draw support from 
leftist partiss or show lsftists up as 
actually not pro-reform. 

A. Believes CD reform program could lure 
Nennl Socialists away from Communists 
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democratic and anti-Communist stand. 

A. Also believes in and shows talent 

for maintaining CD unity and strength, 

while counting on varieties of opinion, 

« 

within CD Party to extend scope of CD 
popular appeal. 



VI. Gronchi's assets balanced by some lia- 
bilities : 

A. Concentrates on Italian domestic 
problems somewhat to exclusion of 
world affairs. 



Approved For Release 2002/02/12 : CIA-RDP79R00890A0007000200|3*3 



3 


C. While strongly CoMaunists’ 

Moscow ties and cadre organization, 

reportedly fails to appreciate dangers 

of Cdaaunlst penetration. 

^ j 

1. Believes Coaeie power derives 

from popular support rather than 

, - 4 :)■ ' . 1 

"vociferous cadres", and holds 
that "you can't fool all the 
people all of the tise." 
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